Autistic Spectrum Disorder

Specialist Support Team
The Autistic Spectrum Disorder Specialist Support Assistant (ASD SSA) team have been delivering services to children, schools and others in Norfolk for over 15 years. The team is now comprised of 4 full-time staff who have a remit to support children in schools and local authority pre-school settings. ASD SSAs would not be directly involved in work with children in the family home unless funded through a personal budget.
ASD SSAs provide a range of services in connection with children with ASD or difficulties in the area of social communication. These include consultation with staff; training; advice regarding strategies and approaches; information about suitable materials; direct work with children both individually and in groups. The focus is on the particular aspects of the child’s social communication skills which are a barrier to their achievement in the setting or school. Approaches include work to develop social skills; social stories; construction of visual timetables and prompts; use of accredited approaches such as TEACCH and the Picture Exchange Communication System.

An integral part of the ASD SSA involvement is the collaboration with schools and settings, usually with Teachers and frequently with Teaching Assistants (TAs) assigned in schools to work with specific children. Wherever possible, a key component of the involvement is to support the TA to take forward and develop the work.

Criteria for Requests

The ASD SSA Team may provide interventions on the following basis.

· Where, for an identified child, there is a clear diagnosis which places the child on the Autistic Spectrum of Disorders: this would include Autism, Asperger Syndrome, Pathological Demand Avoidance Syndrome; or

· In consultation with the ASD Team Co-ordinator managing the team, it is deemed appropriate to involve the ASD SSA team in a specific role relating to a child’s social communication difficulties.

· A school or setting seeks information or training in relation to ASD.

The ASD SSA Team would not be involved in the following activities.

· Advice with regard to curriculum matters other than the impact of the child’s learning style in relation to the social communication difficulties. Curriculum issues would generally be addressed by a Specialist Learning Support Teacher.
· Assessment of children in terms of standardised tests or similar.

· Making a clinical diagnosis.

· Providing advice for reports or school placements other than reporting on their planned involvement as agreed following the request for involvement.

How to Access the Team
As part of the Local Offer, each Norfolk school will be able to request and access one ASD consultation per year, free at the point of delivery.

The setting should complete an Educational Psychology request for Intervention form in conjunction with the key members of staff in the school or setting. The form provides the ASD SSA team with information about the advice being requested and also confirms that the permission of the parents/carers for the request to be made, has been secured. Requests for involvement of the team are processed regularly at meetings chaired by the ASD support team coordinator. Appropriate requests are allocated to team members who subsequently inform the key person in the referring school or setting of the intended action and agree an appointment.
Extra ASD services (in the form of consultation, observations, intervention, training or practical classroom support) can be accessed via EPSS traded contracts, available in Educators Solution portal. Such services can be access as part of the two ECO contracts, or as a Bespoke Package.
General enquires:
Education, High Needs SEND Service

Educational Psychology and Specialist Support
Carrow House

Level 2

301 King Street

Norwich

NR1 2TN

Business Support: 01603 307550

Fax 01603 223513
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